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No. II.

BUDHA OF THIBET.
FROM COWSMAN*S " MYTHOLOGY OF THE HINDOOS."

THE deity is supposed never to die; or rather, as soon as he is dead,
to be again regenerated in the form of an infant. It need scarcely be
stated that this regeneration is an act of priestly arrangement; it is,
however, conscientiously believed by the millions of worshippers of
the Teshoo Lama; In*1783, Mr. Turner, the author of the Embassy
to Thibet, was sent by the British Government of India, to congratulate
the infant Lama after the death of the old Lama, upon his resuscitation.
The account of this interview, in which the holy young gentleman of
eighteen months old, behaved with becoming dignity and decorum,
is both interesting and singular. Mr. Turner says he did not speak,
which he ingenuously confesses saved him, the ambassador, many
words in the way of rejoinders, &c. However, he contrived to make
the young Pontiff understand the inconsolable grief that the Governor-
General, and the good people in India (those* inhabiting the city of
Palacesl especially,) were plunged into when he died, which was only
surpassed by their unbounded joy and happiness when they found he
had come to life again, to exercise his holy vocation for the benefit of
his numerous worshippers. This gratifying compliment, or a string of
handsome pearls which the Ambassador had presented to him, caused
the infant Lama to regard him and his suite with looks of singular
complacency, and to present them with sugar-plums, (not of the kind
usually given by foreign potentates to plenipotentiaries, but of real
confectionary,) from a* golden cup which stood near him. The
Ambassador continued to express the Governor-General's hope that
the Lama might long continue to illume the world with his presence,
and that the friendship which had hitherto subsisted between them
might be yet more strongly cemented, for the benefit and advantage of
the intelligent votaries of the Lama, and the disinterested worthy

* Calcutta.